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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



) 
) 



March 15, 1999 



Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted under 37 



C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98 within the time set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b). 

Attached are copies of four publications cited in the enclosed International 
Search Report dated September 17, 1997. English-language Abstracts are 
enclosed for the Japanese-language publications. The publications are shown 
an enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

As all requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98, and all official 
guidelines pertaining to Information Disclosure Statements have been complied 



with, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider the publications 
make them of record. 



Respectfully submitted, 



AU4 \t-ZoU ^ 

Robert J. Frank 
(Registration No. 19,112) 

VENABLE, BAETJER, HOWARD & CIVILETTI, LLP 
P.O. Box 34385 
RJF/njp Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 

Telephone 202-962-4800 
Telefax 202-962-8300 
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